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was becoming dearer every day; at Saint-Antoine
on the outskirts when a baker tried to sell his
bread at too high a price, the people collected and
robbed his shop; archers from the watch, foot and
horse, fired on the crowd and killed a man. At
Caen, a serious revolt broke out; at Lisieux and
in La Maine, houses were burnt, and the rebellion
took on an alarming aspect; at Rouen the duke
of Luxembourg, governor of the province, was
attacked in his carriage, his men wounded, and
he himself obliged to flee. The parliaments of
Burgundy and Brittany refused to accept the edict
of the cinquantieme\ the clergy was hostile to any
kind of fiscal reform.

Scarcity of wheat and lack of bread was too much
for some parts of the kingdom; in August 1725
Barbier wrote sadly: "People are no longer eating
rolls or soft bread at Paris/* Disastrous rains, poor
harvests, crushing taxes, all enraged the people;
at the Court of Justice of 8th June, the demands
formulated against the government of Mme de
Prie and the Duke reached their zenith. The two
of them were at the height of unpopularity;
scurrilous charges were laid against them, and they
were held responsible for all the melancholy
happenings and the calamities of the times.

From her very arrival in France, Marie Leozinska
found herself in a difficult and complicated si-
tuation. The people to whom she was partly
indebted for her marriage, the Due de Bourbon
and the Marquise de Prie, were doing their best
to win her friendship and her gratitude, in order